UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

CASE NUMBER: 

ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION SERVICE 

CT10001-AC 


VIOLATOR: 


Leland E. Pinney 

OFFICIAL WARNING 

VIOLATION OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS 

DBA: Elm Knoll Farm 

V & 

ADDRESS (Street, City, State, ZIP Code): 


Somers, CT 06071 


The U.S. Department of Agriculture has evidence that on or about the date(s) listed below, 
you or your organization committed the following violation(s) of Federal Regulations: 


Date of Violation: September 1, 2009 

9 C.F.R. § 2.40(a)(1) Attending Veterinarian and Adequate Veterinary Care. 

Respondent failed to maintain a current written program of veterinary care. At 
the time of this inspection, the program of veterinary care was not available for 
review by APHIS officials. 

Date of Violation: September 1, 2009 

9 C.F.R. § 2.40(b)(3) Attending Veterinarian and Adequate Veterinary Care. 

Respondent failed to establish and maintain programs of veterinary care that 
included a mechanism of direct and frequent communication of timely and 
accurate information on problems of animal health, behavior, and well-being to 
the attending veterinarian. APHIS officials observed a wallaroo with several 
clumps of burs on its back and belly and covering its feet; a pygmy goat that was 
unable to stand on its front legs; a white goat in the same enclosure with 
excessively long hooves; another goat with an excessively large udder; and two 
of the Jacob sheep with excessively long coats. 

Date of Violation: September 1, 2009 

9 C.F.R. § 2.50 Time and method of identification. 

Respondent failed to identify animals as required. At the time of this inspection, 
there were five dogs on exhibit that were not identified. 

Date of Violation: September 1, 2009 

9 C.F.R. § 2.75(a)(1) Records: Dealers and Exhibitors. 

Respondent failed to keep, maintain, and make available for inspection by 
APHIS officials adequate records to reflect the acquisition and disposition of 
dogs and other animals. 

Date of Violation: September 1, 2009 
9 C.F.R. § 3.6(a)(1) Primary enclosures. 

Respondent failed to provide primary enclosures designed and constmcted of 


suitable materials so that they were structurally sound and kept in good repair. 
APHIS officials observed three puppies housed in a wire mesh enclosure that 
was in disrepair. 

Date of Violation: September 1, 2009 
9 C.F.R. § 3.8 Exercise for dogs. 

Respondent failed to develop, document, and follow an appropriate plan to 
provide dogs with an opportunity for exercise. 

Date of Violation: September 1, 2009 

9 C.F.R. § 3.56(a) Sanitation. Cleaning of Primary Enclosures. 

Respondent failed to clean primary enclosures. At the time of this inspection, 
the rabbit enclosure had an excess accumulation of feces. 

Date of Violation: September 1, 2009 

9 C.F.R. § 3.125(a) Facilities, General. Structural Strength. 

Respondent failed to provide facilities that were structurally sound, in good 
repair, and able to protect and contain the animals within. APHIS officials 
observed fencing above the wallaroo enclosure in disrepair with several strands 
of the wiring that were sagging, and wire mesh panels sagging and bowing being 
held in place with baling twine in the enclosure housing five goats. 

Date of Violation: September 1, 2009 

9 C.F.R. § 3.125(c) Facilities, General. Storage. 

Respondent failed to adequately store supplies of food and bedding material to 
protect against deterioration, mold, or contamination by vermin. 

Date of Violation: September 1, 2009 

9 C.F.R. § 3.127(b) Facilities, outdoor. Shelter from inclement weather. 

Respondent failed to provide minimally-adequate shelter from inclement 
weather for three bison. 

Date of Violation: September 1, 2009 

9 C.F.R. § 3.127(c) Facilities, outdoor. Drainage. 

Respondent failed to provide a method to rapidly eliminate excess water. 

APHIS officials observed several areas of standing water with algae growth. 

Date of Violation: September 1, 2009 
9 C.F.R. § 3.130 Watering. 

Respondent failed to provide potable water at all times or as often as necessary 
for the comfort of the animals. 

Date of Violation: September 1, 2009 




9 C.F.R. § 3.131(c) Sanitation. Housekeeping. 

Respondent failed to keep building areas clean and in good repair. At the time 
of this inspection, the wallaroo enclosures had an excessive accumulation of 
vegetation; there was a large red metal gate discarded in the barn; there were 
broken discarded wooden pallets in the sheep/donkey/pig enclosures; and there 
were wooden boards and wire mesh discarded in the pig enclosure. 

Date of Violation: February 8, 2010 

9 C.F.R. § 2.40(b)(3) Attending Veterinarian and Adequate Veterinary Care. 

Respondent failed to establish and maintain programs of veterinary care that 
included a mechanism of direct and frequent communication of timely and 
accurate information on problems of animal health, behavior, and well-being to 
the attending veterinarian. APHIS officials observed a bison with a patchy hair 
coat that was visibly thin. 

Date of Violation: February 8, 2010 

9 C.F.R. § 3.4(b) Outdoor housing: Shelter from the elements. 

Respondent failed to provide adequate shelter from the elements for all dogs that 
was accessible to each animal and large enough for each animal in the shelter 
structure to sit, stand, and lie in a normal manner and to turn about freely. 

Date of Violation: February 8, 2010 
9 C.F.R. § 3.10 Watering. 

Respondent failed to provide potable water. At the time of this inspection, the 
water inside the receptacles was frozen. 

Date of Violation: February 8, 2010 

9 C.F.R. § 3.127(b) Facilities outdoor; shelter from inclement weather. 

Respondent failed to provide adequate protection from inclement weather for the 
bison. The existing shelter in the bison enclosure did not provide adequate 
protection from the elements. 

Date of Violation: February 8, 2010 
9 C.F.R. § 3.130 Watering. 

Respondent failed to provide potable water at all times or as often as necessary 
for the comfort of the animals. At the time of this inspection, the water 
receptacles were frozen. 

Date of Violation: March 9, 2010 

9 C.F.R. § 2.40(b)(3) Attending Veterinarian and Adequate Veterinary Care. 

Respondent failed to establish and maintain programs of veterinary care that 
included a mechanism of direct and frequent communications of timely and 
accurate information on problems of animal health, behavior, and well-being to 




the attending veterinarian. APHIS officials observed a rabbit with a large mat 
on its tail and a Jacob sheep with a horn that had grown through the fur into the 
flesh of its low jaw and was piercing the skin. 

Date of Violation: October 21, 2010; October 27, 2011 

9 C.F.R. § 2.1(a)(1) Licensing. Requirements and application. 

Respondent operated as an exhibitor without a valid license. Respondent 
exhibited goats, sheep, and cows to the public. 


The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) created federal regulations to 
ensure the welfare of animals and help prevent the spread of animal and plant pests and 
diseases. Since violations of the regulations can have serious and costly impacts that are 
detrimental to the public interest, APHIS is providing you with an Official Warning for 
the violation(s) described above. Any further violation of these federal regulations may 
result in the assessment of a civil penalty, criminal prosecution, or other sanctions. If 
you have any questions concerning this Official Warning or violation(s), please contact 
the APHIS official listed in this notice. 
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